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Ancient spiritual treasures
discovered in Bird Cove
A bone caribou hoof amulet,
indicative of Paleoeskimo spirituality and the presence of a
shaman, is helping scientists
reconstruct belief systems that
date back to 2,000 years ago in
Bird Cove.
In 1998, archaeologists
uncovered a four cm long
amulet in a test pit on the Dog
Peninsula.
Little
was
researched about the find until
2006-07 excavations were possible at that site. Archaeologists
found that the amulet was
located in a hearth littered with
finely crafted yet unused artifacts. Several artifacts were
buried deep inside pockets of
red ochre, over which fires
were lit.
It is the first time an amulet
of this type has been found in a
Groswater Paleoeskimo context on the Island or in
Labrador.
“This discovery is phenomenal,” said Latonia Hartery,
director of the Bird Cove
Archeology Project. “Only
seven of these hoof amulets
have been found in the world to
date, with the others located in
Greenland and Eastern
Nunavut. Whatever spiritual
purpose these amulets served, it
worked for a long time and for
a wide range of people, since
the earliest discovery dates to
3,000 years ago in Greenland.”
Archeologists
debate
whether everyone in early
Paleoeskimo society used these
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A photograph of the hoof amulet found during archeological excavations at Bird Cove. It’s the first find of its kind in a Groswater
Paleoeskimo context on the Island or in Labrador.

amulets or if they were the sole
property of shamans. More
detectable, however, is the perforation usually located at the
top of the amulet which suggests it was pinned to an article

of clothing or a necklace.
Examples of these amulets
worn on powerful shamans can
be seen in historic ethnographies as well as the Inuit made
movie, Atanarjuat: The Fast

Runner.
“The nature of the find suggests its uniqueness. There are
no animal bones or other
organic debris associated. Red
ochre is used as a ceremonial
substance among ancient people and is therefore likely the
case at this site,” noted Ms.
Hartery.
She added that people in
contemporary Bird Cove rely
on prayer and faith to help
them through difficult times.
“The earlier people who
lived there were not different
and likely made their own
offerings, to whatever it is they
saw as negatively or positively
affecting the world they lived
in.”
The findings will be presented in detail in Bird Cove later
this year at a conference, ‘Bird
Cove and Beyond: Celebrating
Regional Archeology on a
Global Scale’, which is sponsored by the Amina
Anthropological Resources and
the Big Droke Foundation.
Ms. Hartery stated that
“these rare finds are possible
when the community and
researchers work together.
Archeologists often talk about
economics, as it is easier to discuss than ancient spirituality.
But from this small yet
unprecedented example we
learn that our needs, and those
of the ancient Paleoeskimo,
may overlap not only on land
and sea but also in the mind.”

FFAW calls on premiers, Ottawa to act
The Fish, Food and Allied
Workers’ (FFAW) union wants
Canada’s premiers and the federal government to assess the
impact of the rapid increase in
the strength of the Canadian
dollar and focus on ways to
help sectors of the economy
that have been jeopardized.

Union president Earle
McCurdy wrote Premier Danny
Williams to outline the impact
the currency changes have had
in the fishery. He suggested the
premier use last week’s First
Ministers meeting to propose a
federal/provincial cost-shared
fisheries restructuring program.

“We export more than half a
billion dollars worth of seafood
annually to the U.S. A 14 per
cent reduction in the Canadian
dollar return from these exports
is a major hit on our industry,”
he said, pointing out that the
financial situation of the industry
was critical enough prior to the

run-up in the exchange rate to
warrant a federal/provincial
fisheries renewal exercise.
He also noted that the escalation in energy prices, which was
the principal cause of the escalation in the value of the loonie,
burdened the fishery with major
additional costs at the same time
that it created windfall revenues
for both levels of government.
“It seems to me that both
levels of government have a
responsibility to apply some of
that windfall to offset the negative impacts on sectors adversely affected by the same factors
that created the windfall in the
first place,” Mr. McCurdy said.
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Canadian Ranger Robert Ropson on Roddickton’s overland
patrol during the winter of 2005.

A tribute to
Canadian Ranger
Robert Ropson
Robert (Bob) Ropson grew up in the tiny isolated community of Harbour Deep. A full-time fisherman, he provided
a good living for his family and continued to ply his trade
through the rough days of the cod moratorium.
In 1997 Bob resettled from the community of his youth
to Roddickton. In 2001, he joined the Roddickton Canadian
Ranger Patrol, bringing with him a vast wealth of knowledge, both of navigation on the sea and on the land.
An avid outdoorsman and a dedicated Canadian Ranger,
Bob was always in the thick of things and very seldom
missed a Canadian Ranger training weekend. His skills as a
noted woodsman and guide were invaluable assets, especially when his patrol was involved in overland and coastal
patrols. On these occasions his extraordinary knowledge of
the great outdoors was apparent to all around him.
Bob was a very outgoing person who eagerly passed on
his many skills to his fellow Canadian Rangers.
In addition to being a great outdoorsman, dedicated family man and a talented Canadian Ranger, he was a prankster
whose tremendous sense of humour provided his patrol
members with many hours of entertainment whenever he
was present at training and out on the land or sea during
patrol activities.
Sadly, 52-year-old Canadian Ranger Robert Ropson lost
his courageous battle with cancer on July, 19, 2007, leaving
to mourn his wife Celestine and son Bob. Celestine and
Bob, we want you to know that even though Robert may no
longer be with us, he will be missed by all his comrades in
the Roddickton Patrol. He has left us with many cherished
memories and his spirit will live on and be ever present as
we go forward in our roles as Canadian Rangers and indeed
in our individual lives.
– Submitted by OCdt G. J. (Junior) Roberts,
webmaster/unit information officer for 5th Canadian
Ranger Patrol Group. Information and photo provided by
Canadian Ranger Rudy Porter

