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Symposium bringing focus to
accomplishments at Bird Cove
Scholars, performers, filmmakers and authors on a provincial, national and international
level are coming to Bird Cove
in September to attend a fourday symposium.
Entitiled ‘Bird Cove and
Beyond: Celebrating a Decade
of Regional Archeology on a
Global Scale’, the conference is
hosted by the Amina
Anthropological Resources
Association (AARA) and the
Big Droke Foundation. The
gathering is aimed at celebrating the cultural achievements of
communities in the area from
Bird Cove to Pond Cove.
“The archeology of this
location has importance that
reflects the scale of this conference,” says archeologist Latonia
Hartery. “In the last 10 years
we have contributed greatly to
furthering the historic and precontact periods of the Island’s
history, as well as demonstrating incredibly interesting links
between Newfoundland, the
Arctic and other parts of
Atlantic Canada.”
The conference takes place
at a variety of venues Sept. 3-6,
2008, including the Bird Cove
Interpretation Centre, Plum
Point Motel and Thirsty’s. A
variety of activities are slated to
take place at these locations,
including a showing of the film
Passage by Gemini award winning filmmaker John Walker,
readings by accomplished
Newfoundland writers such as

“The archeology of
this location has
importance that
reflects the scale of
this conference. In
the last 10 years we
have contributed
greatly to furthering
the historic and precontact periods of the
Island’s history ...”
– Latonia Hartery
Bernice Morgan, author of
Random Passage, and Kevin
Major, who wrote As Near to
Heaven By Sea, and an opening
address by Saqamaw Misel Joe,
Chief of the Mi’kmaq First
Nations.
The conference culminates
with an evening devoted to recreating Newfoundland’s history and distant past through
songs of traditional and international music.
Scholars attending the conference from Newfoundland,
Canada, the United States and
Siberia are speaking on a wide
variety of interconnecting topics relevant to the region. They
are also tackling current global
topics such as climate change.
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Members of the committee organizing a symposium in the Bird Cove-Pond Cove area in early September are: (l-r) – Irene Myers, Big
Droke Foundation; Latonia Hartery, AARA president; and Darlene Mahar, administrative assistant with the Big Droke Foundation.

“In addition to showcasing
research, the conference enables
us to come together as a community to celebrate the unique
identity and culture of rural
Newfoundland and Labrador,”

Government supports need
for side-sonar equipment
The provincial government
is contributing $25,000 to the
Stephan Hopkins Memorial
Foundation to support its
fundraising efforts to raise
money for a side-scan sonar.
Municipal Affairs Dave
Denine says a side scanner is an
effective piece of equipment
which will enhance search and
rescue capabilities throughout
the province.
“Side-scan sonars have been
widely successful in efforts to
retrieve drowning victims. This
time-saving
equipment
undoubtedly lessens the pain
caused to families, when a conventional search is unsuccessful,” he states.

In July 2007, Stephan
Hopkins of Deer Lake was
involved in a boating accident.
In spite of the tireless efforts of
search and rescue volunteers,
RCMP and local community
members, it was not until a
side-scan sonar, provided by a
couple from the United States,
that Mr. Hopkins’ body was
found. On April 24, 2008, the
foundation set out to raise funds
for the purchase of a side scan
sonar for this province.
“What happened to us was a
family’s worst nightmare,” said
Terry Hopkins, ex-officio of the
Stephan Hopkins Memorial
Foundation, and father of
Stephan. “Our 19-year-old son

was involved in a boating accident which claimed his life.
Coupled with that, we were
unsuccessful in trying to locate
Stephan’s body for 73 days. We
vowed that no family would
ever have to endure such pain
again.”
Mr. Hopkins said the foundation’s goal is to raise
$265,000 to purchase the sidescan sonar equipment. With the
donation from the province, he
indicated the group is well on
the way to reaching the goal.
More information regarding
the Stephan Hopkins Memorial
Foundation and the 73 Day
campaign can be obtained at
www.73days.ca.

notes Irene Myers, vice-president of the Big Droke
Foundation.
Organizers say the community effort is reflected in the
openness of the conference –

the symposium is tailored for
all audiences and promotes the
importance of elders as an integral source of knowledge in
keeping rural Newfoundland
traditions alive. Elders Edmund

Gould of Bird Cove and Elva
Spence of Plum Point are giving the official welcome to all
participants during the opening
reception.

RCMP cruiser hit
during traffic stop
An RCMP cruiser had to swerve to
avoid a head-on collision with an erratic
driver the officer had been sent to pull over
on July 7.
Despite the officer’s attempts a collision
occurred between the two vehicles just
south of the Jackladder Restaurant on Route
430, near Wiltondale, resulting in minor
damage to both vehicles and no injuries.
“We weren’t trying to ram the person,
we were just trying to get out of the way,”
said Cpl. Ross Pritchard of the Deer Lake
detachment of the RCMP. “The person was
taken into custody without incident after
that.”

The 29-year-old Flowers Cove resident
driving the vehicle was the subject of a
mental health investigation by the RCMP.
The driver and a lone occupant were taken
into custody.
“There are four or five Criminal Code
charges against the driver,” said Cpl.
Prichard.
Members of the RCMP major crime
division are on the Northern Peninsula
investigating other aspects of the incident.
The driver will appear before Corner
Brook provincial court to face charges
which have not been announced at this
point.

Rock-limbing scare
for friends, parents
By AARON BESWICK / STAFF WRITER

Getting hurt is one of the dangers of playing outside.
The rocks of Pomley Cove have long lured Goose Cove’s
children – children warned by parents to stay away from the
steep cliffs.
“We got a good many smacks alongside of the head for
climbing there,” said Barry Hillier, Jake Hillier’s father, of his
youth climbing on the rocks.
But Jake, James Rice, Adam Davidson, Jordan Bromley,
Matt Bennett and Brittany Hedderson, all 13-years-old, weren’t
to be kept away.
While the crew was climbing the cliffs a rock broke free, fell
and hit Brittany’s knee, sending her sliding down the cliffs.
“I almost threw up,” remembered James of watching his
friend lying on the ground below. “She didn’t cry or anything,
she just screamed.”
“I’d scream too if it happened to me,” added Adam.
While the parents agree their kids shouldn’t have been there,
they’re proud the boys showed maturity in a crisis situation.
“They kept their cool to help their friend,” said Adam’s
father, Michael Davidson. “Kids get a lot of bad attention these
days, but the boys probably deserve some credit for this.”
The boys wrapped their shirts around Brittany’s cuts and
Adam carried her up a path until even ground where she walked
largely on her own. Matthew climbed to a walking trail and got
a passerby to call nurse Jill Sexton who rushed to meet them on
the boardwalk.
Brittany’s mother, Sandra Hedderson, rushed from St.
Anthony and took her daughter to the hospital.
“The boys were there to take care of her, I was really grateful for that,” said Ms. Hedderson. “I can’t blame them for being
out there – it’s only what I did as a kid, growing up on rocks
and beaches.”
Brittany received 26 stitches and fractured her wrist and
knee but is expected to make a full recovery.

Brittany Hedderson was injured after she fell while climbing rocks near Goose Cove. Her friends, who were climbing with her, performed emergency medical aid and got help from adults. Pictured are: (l-r) – Jake Hillier, James Rice and Adam Davidson, a few of the
friends who were with her at the time, near where the accident happened. Brittany is expected to make a full recovery.

