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Literary icons discussing books, culture at conference
Best-selling contemporary
Newfoundland literature is
commonly associated with last
names like Major, Morgan,
and Crummey.
It’s rare to have all three literary powerhouses in one
room discussing their writing
process and the thematic
make-up of their books.
However, an exception will
be made at the Plum Point
Motel on Sept. 5 as part of an
international conference, entitled ‘Bird Cove and Beyond:
Celebrating a Decade of
Regional Archeology on a
Global Scale’.
The evening, dubbed
‘Stories in the Kitchen, Stories
from the Sea’, is an homage to
Newfoundland storytelling and
yarns which often happened in
outport kitchens. While exciting topics such as seafaring,

the fishery, exploration and
survival have all been themes
of the authors collectively,
organizers of the conference
say the evening will also focus
on aboriginal components of
their most recent books.
Michael Crummey will read
from River Thieves, Bernice
Morgan from A Cloud of Bone
and Kevin Major from his new
book, L’Anse Amour/L’Anse
aux Morts.
Together, these three
authors have been awarded or
nominated for high honours in
both Newfoundland and
Canadian literature, including
Newfoundland Artist of the
Year, Thomas Head Raddall
Award, Atlantic Independent
Booksellers’ Choice Award,
the Pearson Non-Fiction Prize,
and the prestigious Giller
Prize.
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Author Kevin Major (left) and wife Anne Major are among the
guests who will attend a conference from Wednesday to Saturday
in the Plum Point area. Mr. Major will read from his latest book and
Ms. Major will moderate a session during the conference.

In addition, some of their
books have been turned into

movies, such as Morgan’s
Random Passage, a CBC

mini-series hit, and even an
opera such as Major’s Ann and
Seamus, which toured Ireland
and Denmark in recent years.
The evening’s importance
will be magnified by the spirited presence of host Anne
Major, wife of Kevin, who is
an educator and well-versed in
Newfoundland literature, heritage and culture. She has most
recently worked with Kevin to
craft articles for school textbooks which feature prominent past Newfoundlanders
and Labradorians who embodied traditional culture.
Anne hosts an intimate
evening in a sit-down setting
where writers share excerpts
from their novels and answer
questions from the audience
about their literary gifts and
process.
“These three writers are

provincial treasures, people
who have brought Newfoundland life to an international
audience,” says conference
organizer Latonia Hartery,
who has planned to cap the
evening with book buying
opportunities so that if interested, attendees can purchase
and receive signed copies of
Newfoundland’s most famous
recent literature.
The event is just one of
many featuring international
and local scholars and performers from Sept. 3-6 in the
Plum Point area. The conference has been organized to
educate and inspire local people and visitors to preserve
Newfoundland identity, culture and talent, so that it is the
subject matter of many more
international bestsellers to
come.

New pilot phone system for
Motor Registration Division
The
Department
of
Government Services has introduced a new pilot telephone
service centre for motor registration.
Located at the Millbrook
Mall in Corner Brook, the centre is staffed by four dedicated
phone agents, in addition to
four other positions already
located at motor registration
offices in Mount Pearl, Grand
Falls-Windsor and Corner
Brook.
“At a time when many businesses are moving towards
automated call distribution systems, we are bucking that trend
and improving customer service
by providing a live person
when customers call our
offices,” said Kevin O’Brien,
Minister of Government
Services. “Our number one
complaint has been the difficulty people had when they called

our offices and had to navigate
the automated system. I want
our customers to know that we
listened to them. I am very
pleased that we are able to test
this service so that when someone calls us, they will talk
directly to a live person on the
other end.”
The pilot project started on
July 8. As a pilot project, the
department will examine the
new phone system to determine
if it is a viable, long-term measure to improve customer service. In addition, the system
will be monitored for any
adjustments needed in its early
stages.
“We know that many people
will choose to call motor registration before lining up at the
counter,” said Mr. O’Brien.
“The new teleservice centre
allows for an interactive conversation which will help cus-

tomers with their request. Not
all transactions are straightforward and this will give customers the opportunity to know
exactly what documents they
need to have prior to coming to
our office.
“As well, there may be better alternatives that they might
not be aware of, such as using
fax, mail or Internet services,
which would save them time
and travel costs. As a result, we
expect that, over time, this service will also help reduce wait
times at motor registration
offices as fewer direct calls
allow staff to concentrate on
counter service.”
The department has been
phasing in the phone system,
region by region, since early
July with the remaining offices
in Gander coming online on
Aug. 27 and Labrador City on
Aug. 29.

PCs win byelections
The Progressive Conservatives swept two byelections
last week in the districts of
Baie Verte-Springdale and
Cape St. Francis.
Kevin Pollard took the seat
in Baie Verte-Springdale and
Kevin Parsons was successful
in Cape St. Francis.
The byelections, which

took place on Wednesday,
were called to fill vacancies
created by the resignation of
Tom Rideout and the passing
of Jack Byrne.
The results were as follows:
• Baie Verte-Springdale –
Kevin Pollard, PC, 1,979;
Shaun Lane, Liberal, 1,245;

and Tim Howse, New Democratic Party, 316.
• Cape St. Francis – Kevin
Parsons, PC, 2,865; Kathleen
Connors, New Democratic
Party, 972; and Tonia PowerMercer, Liberal, 317.
Voter turnout in both
byelections was listed at less
than 50 per cent.

Amanda’s design
featured on Pepsi cans
By STEPHANIE PENNEY

Pepsi has a taste that is out of
the world.
That’s what motivated 18year-old Amanda Beaudoin of
Eddies Cove West to challenge
other applicants from across the
nation and create a new design
for the Pepsi can.
The new design was selected
in an online contest at pepsiaccess.ca where Ms. Beaudoin

submitted her design to the
‘Design our Pepsi Can contest’.
She was astonished when she
learned some months ago she
had won the contest.
Recently, Ms. Beaudoin’s
‘Out of this World’ can hit store
shelves. It displays a solar system and shooting star design
around the Pepsi logo. She
defeated four other designs that
had been selected as finalists.
“The first time I saw the can
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Amanda Beaudoin of Eddies Cove West holds the Pepsi can which
bears the design she created. She was the winner of a national
contest which invited Pepsi drinkers to come up with a new design
for the soft drink can.

was in Deer Lake. I went in the
Big Stop and went in looking at
the drinks deciding which one I
was going to get and looked up
and saw my can,” she said. “It’s
unbelievable.”
Throughout the summer
months Ms. Beaudoin said she
received emails and phone calls
from friends in other parts of the
country saying they saw her
can, even before she did.
“My friends e-mailed me
and tracked it across Canada,
saying, ‘Your can is here’,” she
said.
And now the excitement is
growing.
Ms. Beaudoin’s can has been
distributed across Canada for all
Pepsi lovers and store browsers
to see. But that isn’t all.
For her winning can design
she received a $10,000 cash
prize, so she’s spending it on
her education.
“It’s a great boost for my
tuition,” said Ms. Beaudoin who
has completed one year of the
mechanical engineering program at Memorial University in
St. John’s.
The motivation and inspiration for the design came from
music.
“It was mostly from listening
to the song Superstar by Love
Inc. and while I was listening to
it the line ‘you’re a superstar’ is
repeated through it,” she said.
“Everyone says that the stars
should be within your
reach…the solar system and
shooting star is like having your
dream not as far away.”
And so Ms. Beaudoin’s
dreams can now be held right in
the palm of her, or anyone
else’s hand, on a Pepsi can.
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Artist Michael Osborne shows some of the work he has hanging at the new Mia Art Gallery in
Blanc Sablon.

A haven for
artistic output
Blanc Sablon gallery owner
says people with creative minds
should be exposed to peace, solitude
By KAREN LLOYD / STAFF WRITER

An international school for the arts is
something Michael Osborne would love to
see down the road in the Labrador Straits.
The Harrington Harbour-born artist says
the area is a dream come true for creative
types – potters, sculptors, photographers,
writers and painters – who want an escape
from the real world rat race to focus only on
what they love.
“It’s a mecca for images,” he said, surrounded by hundreds of his own recently
hung paintings of picturesque landscapes,
everything from fishing villages along the
coast to bright and bold willows blowing in
the wind.
Located in Blanc Sablon, Quebec on the
second floor of CJIL General Store, the
gallery, at first, appears out of place, a little
too close to the edge of the earth and so far
away from an art buying market.
But Mr. Osborne explains that it’s pretty
much perfect – give or take a few minor
details.
Not only has the Labrador Straits and
Eastern Quebec route become a popular
point of interest for tourists who want to take
home a piece of what they’ve seen, but with
views of the horizon at his doorstep, an
ocean just a few feet away and the stillness
of everyday life, he says it’s also the place
where he finds the most inspiration.
“When I leave here, I miss it,” he said,
noting he spends quite a bit of time on the
road to promote his work.
In fact, with a little help from arts grants
here and there – five in six years – he has
been able to exhibit in more than 90 shows in
seven countries, including China, Japan,
Greece and the United States.
“My work is all over the place,” he said.
But the travel does get expensive.
And more than anything these days,
Michael would love to create a plan to keep
his work, and the arts alive, right at home.
Where he lives and all along the Southern

Labrador and Quebec shore, villages are
showing signs of economic hardship.
Michael says they are in dire need of new
opportunities, and opportunity, he says, is
ripe for the picking.
Both have a bounty of every raw material
an artist could ever want to put on their pallet, and with the open sky, land and sea, it’s
one of the only places left on earth to naturally stimulate the mind and get the creative
juices flowing.
Always thinking big, he points out, “It’s
fairly close to Europe. How many from
France would come to study?”
While there are currently no convenient or
direct flights from Eastern Canada to
Western Europe, or the rest of the world for
that matter, he believes it would just take
some time, and a persistent lobby group to
push for the cause on both sides.
“We have to be organized to bring them
here,” he said of potential new students who
he envisions working where they live for
months at a time, in a communal type of setting. That’s his dream, at least – to create
employment, and develop the economy and
the culture of this area.
“We need to bring history to light, but we
also need to elevate what we do now,” he
explained, adding, “I always look at the benefits of this and what I could do, but if you
can’t even afford to buy paint…”
While Michael’s work sells all over the
world, the truth is it basically pays for his
expenses – travel, material and studio space.
He makes enough to live on only what he
needs.
And while government assistance is available for serious and professional artists such
as himself, Michael would prefer to go grassroots all the way.
With power in numbers, he says anything
is possible.
For more information about Mia Art
Gallery, or to join Michael in his pursuit of
true artistic living, he can be reached by email at osbornem57@yahoo.com

